
First Lutheran Church Council Minutes – May 10, 2017 
 
The First Lutheran Church Council met May 10, 2017.  Those present were Pastor Grant Woodley, Lori Frink, Bruce 
Frink, Margaret Askelsen, Deb Sebby, Maurice Riley and Joan Voigts. 
 
Called to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by Secretary Lori Frink. 
 
Devotions:  Pastor Grant gave devotions relating to our Mission and Values Statements. 
 
Pastors Reports: 
2017 April Pastor Grant’s Report to Dows and Clarion Councils  
Scheduling, Time Off and Continuing Ed  
Vacation days used this month: 5 
Vacation days used: 10; Vacation days left: 18  
Con Ed days used: 0; Con Ed days left: 12  
Days off, week after Easter.  
Pastoral Care  
Follow-up care with Tiny Schutt, Ron Bennett, Diane Schroeder, Arthurine Haupt, Jeri Charlson, Doris  
Skrovig, Merle Tonderum, and Marilyn Ingebritson.  
Worship  
Held Holy Week worship services in Dows.  
Coordinated for Pastor Paul Stone from Church of the Damascus Road prison ministry to preach April 23  
Considering summer and fall sermon series.  
Fellowship  
Confirmation & Education  
Planning Confirmation Sunday in Clarion for May 7th. Confirmands will design the service.  
Held First Communion in Dows.  
Attended Dows high school Sunday School class  
Working with Pastor Nicole and Pastor Bill Kem to plan follow-up strategy to Peer Ministry training in  
coordination with First Lutheran Dows & Clarion and Clarion UCC & UPC churches. Planning a “Beginning of 
Summer Bash”. 
Working to organize a joint planning team between FLC Dows and Clarion for confirmation for the coming  
year.  
Community Relations and activities  
Attended Clarion Catholic church Swiss Steak lunch  
Working with Clarion Ministerial to plan a meeting with all churches of the county and Bryce Davis of Wright  
Co Econ Development to discuss ways the county’s congregations and church leaders can be involved with  
the changes and challenges that will come with the Prestage packing plant.  
Leadership  
Planning follow up meeting with a few leaders from FLC Dows and Dows community with Freedom for  
Youth Ministries from Des Moines.  
Held regular joint admin meeting  
Other 
 
2017 April Pastor Nicole’s Report to Dows and Clarion Councils  
Scheduling, Time Off and Continuing Ed  
Vacation days used this month: 6  
Total Vacation days used: 11 Vacation days left: 17  
Con Ed days used: 3 Con Ed days left: 9  
Pastoral Care  
Follow-up care with Tiny Schutt, Ron Bennett, Diane Schroeder, Arthurine Haupt, Jeri Charlson,  
Doris Skrovig, Merle Tonderum, and Marilyn Ingebritson.  
 
Worship  
Held Holy Week worship services in Clarion, Charlsons supply Easter Sunday.  
Coordinated for Pastor Paul Stone from Church of the Damascus Road prison ministry to  
preach April 23  
Considering summer and fall sermon series.  
 



Fellowship  
Confirmation & Education  
Planning Confirmation Sunday in Clarion for May 7th. Confirmands will design the service.  
Held First Communion in Clarion.  
Working with Pastor Grant and Pastor Bill Kem to plan follow-up strategy to Peer Ministry  
training in coordination with First Lutheran Dows & Clarion and Clarion UCC & UPC churches.  
Working to organize a joint planning team between FLC Dows and Clarion for confirmation for  
the coming year.  
Community Relations and activities:  
Continued Working with Karen Newman from Catholic church on Love INC discernment process  
for Clarion Ministerial Association to serve all of Wright Co. Held information session at  
Belmond Ministerial Association meeting for Love INC.  
Leadership  
Planning follow up meeting with a few leaders from FLC Dows and Dows community with  
Freedom for Youth Ministries from Des Moines.  
Other 
 
Church Office Report – Lori Frink:  Lori reported on the funeral for Jeri Charlson that was held at FLC in Clarion on 
May 10, 2017. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Motion by Deb Sebby to approve the minutes from last month’s meeting. Second by Margaret 
Askelsen. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Deb Sebby to approve the agenda for this month’s meeting. Second by Margaret 
Askelsen. Motion carried. 
 
President’s Report – Austin Charlson:  No report. 
 
Vice President’s Report – Wayne Watts:  No report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Bruce Frink:  Bruce reported that he paid the concrete bill of approximately $10,000.  They 
are scheduled to begin the roof project May 15th. 
 
Bruce Frink provided written financial reports ending April 30, 2017: 
 
Department Reports 
Auxiliaries Department - Joyce Charlson:  No report. 
 
Education Department - Shannon Brooks:  Sad to say Sunday school is coming to the end this Sunday, May 14th. 
Our number of students this year was outstanding!  Nicole has given me some new material for next year.  I am still 
going over it and writing my questions down about the new material. I need to send out an email to all Sunday school 
teachers about how it went this year and what the areas are that we can improve on.  I will get together with Sara 
Kakacek and Pastor Nicole to get that email sent out.  
 
Evangelism Department - Margaret Askelsen:  Margaret reported on an ACE (Adverse Childhood  Experience) 
Training that she attended at school.  It consisted of a 10 point questionnaire.  From results of the Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACE) study, we have learned that traumatic events and experiences that occur early in life have an 
impact on the health and social-emotional well-being throughout the lifespan. 
She said it was something that could be used in our congregation to evaluate whether we are fostering good 
connections within our congregation. 
Ministry Department - Deb Sebby:  No report. 
 
Property/Maintenance Department - Maurice Riley:  They have completed the concrete work on the back driveway.  
It is much thicker and more enforced.  He suggested we be careful of the size of equipment we use for snow removal, 
etc.  The humidifier in the basement was not working.  He took it out to Urness.  It seemed to be working fine.  He did 
some checking and the plug-in wasn’t working.  Got that issue fixed and now the humidifier if working good. 
 
 



Stewardship Department - Leslie Moore:  1. With the $100 for the sound system, we raised $515 from the garage 
sale. Thank you to those who donated and helped organize and work the sale!  2. I will be hosting a book club evening 
at my home on June 28 from 6:30-8:30 for the first 8 people who sign up/contact me. If there are several more that 
are interested, I will host an additional evening another time. The book will be purchased through Stewardship funds 
($7/book) and delivered by me - the only requirement is for participants to read the entire book to discuss that evening 
(110 page quick read). It is called "Enough" by Pastor Adam Hamilton. 
Here is a description of the book: Enough is an invitation to rediscover the Bible’s wisdom when it comes to prudent 
financial practices. In these pages are found the keys to experiencing contentment, overcoming fear, and discovering 
joy through simplicity and generosity. This book could change your life, by changing your relationship with money. 
If you have ideas about this, let me know! 
 
Worship Department - Joan Voigts:  Worship Department will resume scheduling regular meetings throughout the 
year to plan for worship services. 
 
Old Business: We discussed the Memorial Guidelines.  It was discussed that we have a dedicated month to discuss 
the guidelines and to review the Memorial Wish List.  Joan Voigts made a motion that we discuss the Memorial Wish 
List and Guidelines at the November council meeting every year.  Lori will present a current Memorial Wish List a 
couple months before the November meeting.  All approved this motion. 
Austin Charlson, as per requested and instructed by the process, sent the board an email with a written report outlining 
the evaluations of Pastor Grant and Pastor Nicole.  It was their opinion to recommend retention of Pastors Grant and 
Nicole Woodley. 
The pastors are still planning to have a sermon series based on catechism, history of reformation, etc. to celebrate 
the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. 
Discussion of the new church directory was tabled due to the absence of Austin.  He is to be talking to Lowell Skinner. 
Pastor Grant gave a report on the Peer Ministry Training.  He feels it went well.  Paul Greiner, the leader of the training, 
thinks it’s great that we are already connecting with other congregations.  There were more than 30 people involved 
in the weekend training.  We need to continue to build opportunities for kids and adults to “connect”.  As previously 
stated, they are planning a “Beginning of Summer Bash” to get everyone recharged. 
Gods’ Guitars was discussed.  Austin was not present to give his report on talking to Donna Diamond.  We feel it 
needs to be opened up to more FLC members that are interested.  Lori will put an article in the Inspirer.  Pastor Grant 
will contact Lindsey German to see if he would be interested in volunteering his time to help Donna.  There was 
concern that we need to have another adult present.  We will discuss further at our June meeting. 
We had tabled a discussion on Head Start in April.  Pastor Grant reported that they no longer were going to have a 
Head Start program in the county so it is no longer an issue. 
 
New Business:  We discussed honoring our 2017 high school graduates.  It is planned for May 21st.  They will all sit 
together as a class during worship service and will be honored during our Fellowship time following the worship 
service.  It was discussed to do this a few weeks before graduation in the future since that Sunday is already such a 
busy day for the graduates and their families.  We will revisit this next year when we are planning their recognition. 
Joan Voigts mentioned that we change our worship time starting the first Sunday in July.  We will start having our 
worship time at 11:00am.  It was discussed adjusting this time from the first Sunday in July to the first Sunday in 
September since there would be no Sunday School.  Joan Voigts made a motion that we have our worship service at 
10:15 and fellowship would be at 9:30. Deb Sebby second.  All approved. 
There was a reminder that the Annual Joint Potluck will be the last Sunday in June.  Dows is hosting this year.  Lori 
will get information from Rella. 
 
The next meeting will be June 14, 2017 at 7:00pm. 
 
Lord’s Prayer and Adjournment:  Maurice Riley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25pm. Lord’s Prayer 
was said by all. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lori Frink 
Church Council Secretary 
 


