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Love is a powerful thing. This month, many of our minds begin to focus on this thing called love when Valentine’s day rolls 
around. But for the Christian faith, love isn’t something that we recognize one day a year, it’s something our lives revolve 
around. One of my favorite Bible verses says it so simply: 1 John 4:19-”We love because He first loved us.” 
 
The Christian calendar works its way towards Easter and Christmas, the high points of our faith. These are the times when 
God’s love for us becomes most clear through his son Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection. Much of our Christian 
calendar is spent in seasons working towards these days: the season of Advent and the season of Lent. It seems that God’s 
love is always chasing us down. His story of love never ends and we spend much of the year remembering just that. 
 
So, what about our love? What ways do we share love with those around us, as individuals and as a church family? It’s a 
helpful question to reflect on this month as we move into the month of February, marked by Valentines and hearts galore. 
How do we share our love in actions and deeds? 
 
Our church council gathered for a time of learning and planning last month, our “annual retreat”. They spent time learning 
tools for reflecting on the life of our church, our mission, and reflected on the feedback we have received in our surveys. In 
all of this, the focus of all of the conversation that was shared was this: how can we continue to grow in the ways we share 
our love with each other as a church family, our community and the world that surrounds us? How can we make sure we 
have our eyes on all three of these things, balancing our efforts to serve inside our walls and outside of them?  
 
There is no question that there is a shortage of love in our world these days, so how can we at First Lutheran continue to 
share the great love God shares with us with each other and the world?  I heard that the Mary’s and Martha’s have sponsored 
a police unit in California, sending notes of thanks and encouragement their way. A little town in Iowa, cheering on a big city 
police department. It was so odd, the chief of the department called and said how much it meant to him and his unit. Sadly, 
he said not many people have ever done such a thing. The little gift of love went a long ways. So does ours. What ways are 
you sharing your little bits of loving words or deeds to others? What ways can we do that for each other?  What ways can 
we extend this love beyond our walls? Let’s find out this month as we continue to explore the ways God first loved us!  
 
In God’s love, 
Pastor Grant and Pastor Nicole 
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Pastor Nicole Woodley Cell Phone: 515-986-2678 
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Mission Statement-      And through our values we believe- 
Because we are inspired by God’s great love, we seek to  -You are loved 
-Lead Christ centered lives      -You belong 
-Grow in faith       - You are called 
-And ignite generous spirits.     -You are gifted 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Cold is coming and we all need to bundle up and stay warm and unfortunately that might mean missing some church 
services as we head into February.  I too miss a lot of church services on the weekend, mostly because Luke and I host 
exchange students and feel that our weekends are busy trying to show them our state and our country.  Even though we all 
don’t maybe make it to church physically, we do know that in our hearts and minds we are worshiping God and the great 
things He has in store for us every Sunday that we don’t make it.  But not only on Sundays should we be thinking of the 
good He gives us but every day of our lives.  As I transition into your President I am very excited to have the opportunity to 
get to know my church members in a more personable way!!  So please bundle up stay warm and REJOICE that spring will 
come!!   
Tami 
 
 
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES – JANUARY 9, 2019 
The First Lutheran Church Council met January 9, 2019.  Those present were Margaret Askelsen, Shannon Brooks, 
Joyce Charlson, Lori Frink, Leslie Moore, Maurice Riley, Deb Sebby, Joan Voigts, Wayne Watts and Pastor Grant 
Woodley. 
 
Called to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by President Leslie Moore. 
Meeting Norms were reviewed. 
Devotions/Opening Go ‘round: Council members shared prayer requests.  Pastor Grant said a prayer. 
 
Joyce Charlson made a motion to approve the minutes from the December meeting.  Wayne Watts seconded.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Bruce Frink provided written financial reports ending December 31, 2018: 
 
Joyce Charlson made a motion to approve the December Treasurer’s Report.  Wayne Watts seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
We were reminded that the Annual Council Retreat will be held on January 20th from 1:00-5:00pm at the Bradford Financial 
Center.  Everyone is asked to bring snacks to share. 
 
Department Discussions & Actions: 
Stewardship (Leslie Moore):   
Stewardship ideas for 2019 were shared.  After discussion, Council members agreed to 1) Pay the Synod Missions quarterly 
for 2019; 2) Council agreed to designate May 4th as $100 Sunday, with all specified $100 Sunday money going to debt relief 
and help carry us through the summer; 3) Harvest Festival ideas will be discussed at a later date. 
 
City Water & Sewer New Programs:  Maurice Riley shared the new programs the city is providing for Water/Sewer.  
Council suggested we discuss this with our insurance company.  Maurice agreed to talk to Sumners Insurance and also 
discuss options with Lowell Skinner, incoming Facilities Chairperson.  Action will be discussed at the February council 
meeting. 
 
Church Office Report (Lori Frink): 
Death: Dewayne Knoshaug, December 20, 2018 
Transfer In: Rella Fanselow, December 31, 2018 
 
President's Report (Leslie Moore):  
Executive Committee met Sunday, 1.6.19 from 10:15-11:00.  We discussed the proposed budget.  We plan to meet before 
the regular council meeting to discuss the budget and any changes we thought needed to be presented to the council.   
We discussed that the evaluations had been done for Lori and Joan.  Lori will be taking on some of the daily treasurer duties 
and will be at $15/hour; Joan will continue at $60/Sunday.  The HR committee will be meeting with Juliana next week.   
 
Grant shared that there will be a meeting between Nuevo Vida on Monday at 6:30 with members of our congregation and 
members of their congregation.  Olivia Huntley and Kaia Anderson have agreed to be interpreters.  He will report to the 
council on the meeting. 
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We discussed getting information out about summer bible camps.  Grant will have the Worship Committee discuss about 
having the camps come for a Sunday worship service or if there are other options.  Lori agreed to put something in the 
bulletins to remind us to start thinking about signing up.   
Leslie shared the proposed agenda for the council meeting.   
We discussed the Stewardship ideas that had been suggested.  We agreed to present them to the council for decisions to 
be made. 
 
2018 December Pastor Nicole’s Report to Council: 
Scheduling, Time Off and Continuing Ed 
Vacation days used this month: 3 
Vacation days used: 22          Vacation days left: 6 
Con. Ed days used: 6             Con. Ed days left: 8 
Pastoral Care 
Pastoral visits in Belmond 
Pastoral visit to John Ofstethun in Johnston 
Pastoral care to Steve Sebby and caregiver  
Worship 
Prepared all leaders, youth and kids for December kids worship program. 
Practiced and coached Madi for worship leadership skills: song selections, preparing for singing in a key the congregation 
can sing, transposing music for selected key, and building a repertoire of songs for selection.  
Led worship with Madi Bierl 
Preached 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve 
Fellowship 
Attended Fellowship time after worship 
Confirmation & Education 
Continued leadership role with Hiz Kidz team of volunteers 
Worked on fundraising materials and publicity for Hiz Kidz 
Led worship with kids and youth from all three churches and held a practice Sunday before. 
Community Relations and activities 
Attended elementary and middle school holiday concerts 
Leadership 
Prepared report for ministerial budget. 
Work on continuing education plans for 2019, including being recruited for Moses project thru Grand View college and being 
accepted as a children and family youth ministry mentor. 
Other 
Completed annual self evaluation and held evaluation meeting 
 
2018 December Pastor Grant’s Report to Council: 
Scheduling, Time Off and Continuing Ed 
Vacation used this month, 0 
Vacation days used: 21 Vacation days left: 7 
Con Ed days used: 2 Con Ed days left: 12 
Pastoral Care 
Attended Deacons meeting 
Write-up FLC visitation ministry including formation of Companionship ministry 
Made regular communion visits 
Visited Larry Lindstrom following stroke 
Followed up with LeAnn Johnson about Esley 
Funeral for Dewayne Knoshaug 
Confidential pastoral care contact 
Worship 
Planned children and youth Christmas worship with Pastor Bill and Pastor Nicole 
Helped children, youth and God’s guitars practice for leading Christmas worship. 
Fellowship 
Followed up with visitors/potential members 
Confirmation & Education 
Began planning Confirmation lock-in event 
Community Relations and activities 
Multiple meetings about Mosaic discontinuing day time care., 
Began conversations with Nueva Vida Church about using FLC building 
Communication with Clarion and EG Ministerial concerning EG Superintendent house fire. 
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Leadership 
Met with Exec committee 
Participated in annual evaluation 
Other 
 
Unfinished Business: 
Revised Facilities Use Agreements were given to council.  Lori Frink made a motion to accept the Facilities Use 
Agreements.  Wayne Watts seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
Proposal to join AMPARRO: Council discussed joining AMPARRO.  The ELCA website has resources for this.  We all 
agreed we need to do more research and this would be discussed again in February at the council meeting. 
Nuevo Vida Update:  There was a meeting held with members of our congregation and members from Nuevo Vida.  We 
presented the proposal to them.  Discussion was held about issues that need to be worked out.  There was talk about 
forming a team consisting of members from First Lutheran and members from Nuevo Vida for communication purposes.  
Grant is waiting to hear back from Nuevo Vida after they looked over the proposal and discussed it.  Grant suggested a trial 
run to see how everything goes with the sharing.   
 
New Business:   
Wayne Watts met with Angela Osborn from Bradford Financial to help with the Treasurer position.  They felt we need to 
take care of the accounting/treasurer duties within our congregation.  Lori Frink has agreed to pay the monthly bills.  Joyce 
Charlson made a motion to make Lori Frink and Wayne Watts signatories on the First Citizens bank accounts.  Deb Sebby 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Council also discussed who would be authorized on the loan at First Citizens.  Joyce 
Charlson made a motion to make Wayne Watts authorized on our loans up to the amount of $40,000.  Margaret Askelsen 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
Lori Frink made a motion to appoint Marcia Larsen as Financial Secretary for 2019.  Wayne Watts seconded the motion.  
Motion carried. 
Job descriptions were updated for Secretary, Accompanist, and Accompanist Team Leader.    
Deb Sebby made a motion to approve the new job descriptions.  Joyce Charlson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
 
2019 Budget:  Council discussed the proposed 2019 budget.  Wayne Watts suggested taking some Endowment Fund to 
pay down debt.  He will meet with his committee.  He will report back to the council. 
Deb Sebby made a motion to recommend the 2019 proposed budget to the congregation at the Annual Meeting.  Joyce 
Charlson seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
President, Leslie Moore, presented certificates of appreciation to council members for going off the council. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55pm. 
The Lord’s Prayer was said by all. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lori Frink 
 
 
First Lutheran Church 2019 Annual Meeting 
Following the worship service on Sunday, January 20, 2019,  Leslie Moore called the annual meeting to order at 10:04 am 
with 34 members present.   
Pastor Nicole Woodley led devotions. 
 
Agenda and Minutes– Rick Rasmussen made a motion to adopt the agenda.  Joyce Charlson seconded the motion.  
Motion carried.  Austin Charlson made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 2018 annual meeting as printed in 
the Annual Report.  Wayne Watts seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer's Report – Bruce Frink 
Gladys Riley made a motion to accept the Treasurer's Report.  Austin Charlson seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Auditor's Report – Bruce Voigts reported that the books were reviewed by Michele Lund, Duane Asbe, and Bruce Voigts.  
The Auditing Committee will give their recommendations to the church council.  
 
Department Reports – Full reports from the departments are included in the Annual Report.    
 
Old Business – No Old Business 
 
 
 



 5 

New Business – Approve the Proposed Budget for 2019 
Currently, the church is $22,500 in debt. Motion by Deb Sebby to approve the Proposed Budget for 2019.  Jim Tausz 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Members are encouraged to give more to pay off debt.  The church is looking at ways 
to generate income.  The agreement with the Nueva Vida Church has not been finalized.  Motion to approve Proposed 
Budget for 2019 carried. 
Adjournment – With no further business, Leslie Moore asked for adjournment.  Motion by Joyce Charlson to adjourn the 
meeting.  Wayne Watts seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 10:26 am. 
Leslie Moore closed the Annual Meeting by leading the congregation in the Lord's Prayer.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joan Voigts 
 
 

 

 
From LORI FRINK                                                                                  Office hours are Monday – Thursday 9am – 12pm   
                                                                                              Pastors’ Office hours are Tuesday & Thursday 10am – 12pm   
 
CHURCH MAILBOXES:  Please remember to clean out your church mailboxes!  Some of them are getting pretty full.  Some 
names have been added and some box numbers have been changed.  There is an updated Index list posted on the side of 
the mailboxes.  If you have any questions or if you want a mailbox and don’t have one, please let Lori know in the office.  
Thank you. 
 
Just a reminder that in order for the office to announce that someone is in the hospital or in need of prayer in the bulletin on 
Sunday we need to have permission from the family.  Thank you. 
 
 

 
 
PRAYERS:  Please keep the family of Dewayne Knoshaug in your prayers following his death.   
Please keep Larry Lindstrom in your prayers.  He was in acute care rehab following a stroke and is now home recovering. 
Please keep Steve Sebby in your prayers as he had been hospitalized. 
Please keep Shirley Swieter in your prayers.  She is in the Rehabilitation Center in Hampton. 
 
 

Clarion Wellness and Rehabilitation Center 
110 13th Avenue S W 

Connie Anderson; Carol Rohrer;  
Maxine Bailey; Pete Larson 

 
Clarion Assisted Living 

1302 South Main St. 
Gereene Moen 

 
 
 
 

Bell-Haven Assisted Living 
815 Luicks Lane N, Belmond 

Hartley Freisleben 
 

Bethany Life Communities 
212 Lafayette Ave., Story City 

Arlene Homervold 
 

Belmond Rehabilitation Center 
1107 7th Street NE, Belmond 

Phyllis Macke
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SEW DAYS 
Sew Ladies meet the 1ST, 3rd, and 5th Thursdays of the month. at 9:00 am.  Come join the fellowship!  You don’t need to 
know how to sew. They will teach you what to do. Anyone is welcome! 
 
FLOWERS 
If you wish to donate flowers for any reason throughout the year, please let Lori know in the office.  Cut flowers only go on 
the Retable; plants can go on plant stands. 
 
 

 
 
When our education team met to recap our year last school year, the leaders of Sunday school suggested we continue to 
hold our Joint services led by the youth of our 3 congregations. However, they hoped for something different this year. The 
leaders dreamed of holding 3 joint services held at each of the three different church buildings. That way, the kids and 
families could enjoy the community and atmosphere of all three churches, and to pack each of the buildings to the brim with 
energy and excitement. Our next joint service will be on February 16th at 10am at 1st Lutheran, we can’t wait to see 
you there! Bring a friend!  
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AUTOMATIC FUNDS TRANSFER 
Are you interested in an option for convenience in planned giving to First Lutheran? If so, consider signing up for our 
automatic funds transfer service. Once you complete the brief form, you won’t have to worry about writing any checks or 
remembering to bring cash to a church service! Not only is the automatic transfer convenient for you, your regular support 
to our church community will enhance our ability to project our financial status. If you would like more information about this 
free service or if you need a form, please contact Lori in the office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Greeters  Acolytes Scripture Reader Communion 
Assistant 

February 3  Dietrich Woodley; Luke Brownell Marcia Larsen Dan Urness 

February 10  Harley Charlson Cathy Elkin  

February 17  Ady Askelsen; Lauren Hansch Mary Tesdahl Becky Ahrendsen 

February 24  Austin Bierl; Calvin Schluttenhofer Joyce Charlson  

Ushers for the month of February are: Bruce Voigts; Troy Askelsen 
Altar Helpers for the month of February are: Jen Wycoff; Danny DeVries 

 
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
The Sunday morning worship services are videotaped.  If you would like to watch these services, contact Jerrine Cayler at 
852-3851.  Also, check our website on Monday afternoon, we will hopefully have the previous Sunday’s worship service 
online. 
 
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH? 
If you would like a ride to Sunday morning service, please call the church (532-3150) before 8:00 am that morning or let 
Lori know in the office that week and she will leave a note for the ushers.  
 
 

 

 
 
Thank you for continuing to save tabs from beverage cans for the Ronald McDonald House.  These tabs help with expenses 
of the house where parents can stay when their child is in the hospital. Please save your tabs and bring to the church.  Only 
beverage can tabs are accepted.  Soup can tabs are not accepted. If you have any questions, contact Diane Thompson. 
 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP 

RONALD McDONALD HOUSE 

 

 
JANUARY 2019 GIVING = $10,200.36 

Offering needed each month to meet our budget = $14,000.00 
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FEBRUARY 2019, LSI BULLETIN/NEWSLETTER ARTICLE AND STORY 
Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI! 
“We love because He first loved us.” 1 John 4:19 
 
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love: responding to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. We give thanks for all the ministry partners, both individuals and congregations, who help share this love for Iowa 
children, families, and adults! 
 
We see this love in newly adopted children and their families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for self-worth, in Iowans 
with disabilities who are growing their independence and confidence, in new parents who are raising strong and healthy 
families, and in so many other moments of joy. You can help carry out our mission of hope and healing by giving a gift and 
showing love to the Iowa families we serve. For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy 
and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 
 
Thank you for the love you share and create through LSI. Happy Valentine’s Day!  
 
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an 
affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a 
member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender 
identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
 
Helping Kids Thrive   
When Kari, a little girl they knew through church, was in need of a foster home, Stacie and Blake decided to step up.  
The couple became licensed as foster and adoptive parents, and Stacie says it’s been a rewarding experience ever since. 
With LSI Foster Care and Adoption in their corner, ready to provide support, guidance, or even just a listening ear, Stacie 
and Blake lift up children in their community through foster care.  
 
After caring for Kari as foster parents, the opportunity came to adopt her. Now 10, Kari is an amazing big sister. The family 
has fostered and adopted a son, 3-year-old Silas, and they recently welcomed their biological son, 1-year-old Jett, into the 
family.  
 
Stacie and Blake continue to foster children in need of a safe and supportive home, and Stacie says they hope to adopt 
again in the future.  
 
“When you become a foster or adoptive parent, yes, you’re helping children. But at the same time, you learn about yourself 
and you learn more about the world around you,” Stacie says. “Foster care is an experience that is indescribable and life-
changing.” 
 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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